The Rector has just informed us that my Doctorate Honoris Causa gives me the right to lecture at this university. I feel slightly badly, because I lectured at your university this morning, before I had the right to do so. But perhaps you'll forgive me. This is such a splendid occasion; I love graduations. You, new doctors, have all worked so hard! You're going to be rewarded for that hard work, and you're going to go out in the world and, as you've heard, make the world a better place.
But I have three other reasons for being delighted at what is happening here today. The first is not so important. Of course, receiving an honorary doctorate and participating in this graduation ceremony makes me very happy. I work at UCL, University College London, and the auto-icon of Jeremy Bentham sits in a box outside the office of the university president. Jeremy Bentham said that the goal of society should be happiness, the greatest good for the greatest number. So if we're all a bit happier this morning, we've contributed to the greater good. But I'm not really a Benthamite. Our personal happiness is not so important.
The second reason -and it echoes what the Rector and my fellow honorary graduate said -look at this wonderful celebration. What does it, and we, stand for? Think indeed about Brexit. Think about the far right movements, in Norway, in Sweden, in Denmark and across Europe. Think about the US election. Many politicians have declared war on truth, on logic, on reason, on consistency, on social justice, quite apart from the assault on statistics. What we stand for in universities are all these things: truth, consistency, logic, evidence, social justice. Today is a celebration of these ideals. We stand tall in defence of our beliefs.
And the third reason, that this is special for me, is not so much that it honours just me, but that it pays tribute to the field in which I work: social justice and health. I have said, and I said it in my lecture in the hospital this morning (which I gave before I was allowed to give it) that I've been pushing the argument of evidence-based policy, and social justice. This honorary doctorate says that evidence-based policy and social justice in health are important.
I was asked by my colleagues this morning; am I optimistic? I describe myself as an evidence-based optimist. Can I retain that optimism in the face of all the bad things that are happening in the world, that I mentioned a moment ago? I can and I do. As you've heard, I'm chairing a new Commission on Equity and Health Inequalities in the Americas. We had a meeting of the Commission in Washington DC, and I went for a walk in the mall in Washington. I found myself in the area dedicated to Martin Luther King, and was much moved by an inscription from Martin Luther King. Dr King said:
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice anywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.
The world's problems are our problems.
I talk about evidence-based policy and social justice; are they threatened by what's happening in the world at the moment? Of course, but Martin Luther King says:
I believe that unarmed truth ['evidence-based policy' is a slightly more prosaic way of saying 'unarmed truth'], and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. That is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant.
Thank you. 
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